
- 2 


receive a first call fi-om one"l>fcthe COST and Internet networks, place a call 
associated with the received call on thescetwork other than the network on 
which the call is received, and dynamically cbmcert data between the 
associated calls, and the dynamic conversion of data^^naWes two people to 
engage in a live conversation even though one person is on m©4ntemet and 
^e-mher is on a COST network: ~ ' 



3. (Amended) The bridge unit of claim |l further comprising a digitally- 
stored look-up table relating COST tele )hone numbers to IP addresses, and 
wherein the control routines are ada^tea\) retrieve specific data fi-om an 
incoming call, either COST or IPNT, androuse the retrieved data to access 
the look-up table to determine anUs^ci itMyCOST telephone number or IP 
address, and to use the associated CQSrl telephone number or IP address to 
place a call associated with the incoming call. 


4. (Unchanged) The bridge unit of claim 3 wherein the specific data from 
the incoming^all is coded in a portion of an IP address associated with the 
incoming call. 



5. (Twice Amended) xThe bridge unit of claim 1 wherein the control routines 
receive an incoming IP^T call fi-om a caller, and negotiate with the caller to 
ascertain a COST telephone number to use to place a COST call associated 
with the incoming IPNT call fi-om the callen 



6. (Amended) The bridge unit ofclaim 5 wherein the bridge unit fiirther 
comprises an Interactive Voice Response (IVR) unit, and wherein the IVR 
unit negotiates with the caller to ascenain a COST telephone number for a 
call to be associated with the incoming IBNT call. 



Amended) A method for converting telephony calls between Connection 
Orienteli(§witched Telephony (COST) calls and Internet Protocol 
Telephony N^work (IPNT) calls, comprising steps of: 

(a) connecting a COST trunk line to a trunk-line port and associated 
circuitry for receivingVid placing Dedicated Connection Telephony 
(COST) telephone calls oka COST network, the trunk line port and 
associated circuitry in a compbterized telephony bridge unit; 

(b) connecting an Intemet line to a data network port and associated 
circuitry for receiving and placing IPNT calls on the Internet, the data 
network port and associated circuitry alscrin the computerized telephony 
bridge unit; 

(c) receiving a first call from one of the COST network and the 
Internet; 

(d) placing a second call associated with the first caHvOn the network 
other than the network on which the first call is received; and >v 

(e) dynamically converting data between the two associated c^, 
thereby providing a continuing and dynamic telephony connection, enablihg^ 
live conversation between a user on a COST telephone connected to the 

— eOSTTTetwDric-and'giiser^n--^^ tothe IntemetT^ 


9. (Unchanged) The method of claim 7 further comprising steps for 
retrieving specific data from an incoming call on one network, using the 
retrieved data to access a digitally-stored lookup table and to retrieve from 
the table a COST telephone number or an IP address on the network other 
than the network upon which the mcoming call was received, and placing a 
call using the retrieved telephone nun;jber or IP address, the placed call to be 
associated with the incoming call. 


10. (Unchanged) The method of claim 9 whVein, in the step for retrieving 


specific data the data is[ retrieved from a portion of an IP address of the 
incoming call. 



11. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 7 further comprising a step for 
receiving an incoming IPNT call from a caller, and negotiating with the 
caller to ascertain a COST \elephone number for placing a call to be 
associated with the incoming IPNT call from the caller. 


12. (Unchanged) The method 6f claim 1 1 wherein negotiation with the 
caller is conducted by an Interactive Voice Response unit in the 
computerized telephony bridge unit. 




f\( Amended) A computerized telephony bridge unit, comprising: 

a first port and associated circuitry for receiving and placing calls on 
a connecHon-oriented/switched telephony (COST) network, including 
circuitry for generating data according to a protocol compatible with the 
COST network^ 

a second porland associated circuitry for receiving and placing calls 
on an Internet network m which internet Protocol Network Telephony 


(IPNT) calls may be proce^ed, including circuitry for generating data 
according to a protocol compktU)le with the Internet; and 

conversion circuitry for cohverting data dynamically between the 
COST network protocol and the Inten^protocol; 

wherein control routines functioning as part of the bridge unit 
receive a first call from either the COST network or the Internet, place a 
call associated with the received call on the network other than the network 
on which the call is received, and dynamically converbdata between the 
associated calls, and the dynamic conversion of data enables^o people to 
engage in a live conversation even though one person is on the Internet and 



the otheifis on a COST network. 



15. (Amended) The bridge unifl of claim 13 wherein the network associated 
with the first port is a publicly switched telephony network (PSTN) and the 
network associated with the second port is the Internet. 



Can^l 


claim 16. 


Cancel claim 17. 



18. l^ew) A computerized telephony bridge unit, comprising: 

a^st port and associated circuitry for receiving and placing calls on 
a first networfc>^ncluding circuitry for generating data according to a 
compatible protocblsfor the first network; 

a second port anbs^sociated circuitry for receiving and placing calls 
on a second network, including^ircuitry for generating data according to a 
compatible protocol for the seconoiietwork, the protocol for the second 
network being different than the protocbkfor the first network; and 

conversion circuitry for converting dat-^dynamically between calls 
interfaced at the first and second ports; 

wherein control routines functioning as part of tfibsbridge unit receive 
a first call fi-om the first network, place a call associated with me received call 
to a destination in the second network, and dynamically converts i 
between the associated calls, the dynamic conversion of data enabling i 
people to engage in a live conversati on even though each calH s implementec 


